The following speeches were written by students in our American Literature and Composition class on February 23, 2011.  After reading Common Sense by Thomas Paine, their assignment was to write a speech from the point of view of a young patriot of the American Revolution, discussing the wrongs of monarchy and the need for a republic.  They were written and delivered during a single class period.

My people, friends, neighbors, family!  For years, we have been a broken people, oppressed and ruled over by those we sought to escape.  I am willing to give my life for liberty.  Some people have asked me why monarchy is to terrible and is it reason enough to go to war.  I shall tell you what I said to them, so I purge any thoughts of toleration from your minds.  Monarchy has always existed in the world.  Monarchy gives unlimited power to one man, no matter the mental stability of the man.  In absolute monarchy, the whole weight of business, civil life, and military lies on the king.  Times are continually changing.  The world is modernizing and monarchs grow hungry for power.  In recent years, British soldiers have invaded our homes, taking all that they want, and because they serve the king they are excused.  The Bible tells us not to steal, and we do not.  But look at the king!  He has given his soldiers the right to invade our homes, making him twice the thief as his soldiers.  
Another issue about monarchy is taxation.  We cannot escape the facts that the king alone has the power to increase taxes.  A government must tax the people but not to extreme proportions.  A government must only take from the people the minimum it requires to survive and to secure the interests of the people.  Monarchies in England and, in fact, all over the world have taxed not in their peoples’ interests, but in their own.  With every tax we pay, we supply the king with yet another palace, more servants, and only the best of food while we struggle to produce our own meager portions.  We can only tolerate so much, and we can only afford so much.  I say, “We fight!”  Not out of anger toward a king, but to survive and to fight for happiness.
By Joshua St.Pierre, 10th grade

My Dear Americans!  We should unite together against the rule of King George III.  He is a tyrant.  Monarchy is not freedom.  Monarchy is like a plague spreading corrupt thoughts and ideas.  As Thomas Paine states, “To the evil of monarchy we have added that of hereditary succession…”  For all men are created equal.  No one by birth has the right to claim a throne because his father did.  His successor may not be worthy to inherit such power.  Power, in the hands of the wrong leader can corrupt the government as a whole!  Corrupt power soon leads to corrupt people.  The people blindly follow, ignorant of why.  People that blindly follow will accept the corrupt thoughts and actions of an evil leader.    A monarch can overthrow any rule with which he does not agree.  Now is the time to revolt against King George!  Demand a Republic!  It will give you the chance to vote for new leaders and have the freedom of religion and of speech.  Let us try something new.  New laws and actions should be taken to stop monarchy. 
We should not have a government tottering on the brink of commotion and disturbance.  We should have a strong, stable government with strong leaders who make good decisions.  We must unite to become loyal to a republic, because instead of having a thirst for complete and absolute control, it will satisfy the needs of our people.

By Julie Gay, 11th grade

My Fellow Americans, 

There is tyranny at hand – the tyranny of monarchy.  King George demands our loyalty, yet offers nothing in return.  He adamantly insists that he has the right and authority to govern over us, but he does so not on our own soil, but 3,000 miles overseas!  A king with the power of King George has little more to do than make war, which in plain terms, is to impoverish a nation.
British Parliament has decreed that a tax should be issued on all British goods imported into the colonies, to reap money, hard-earned by honest Americans to compensate for a war that was not even our affair!  We have no representatives in Parliament; why should we be taxed?  Is this not the very beginning of our impoverishment?

This is the injustice of monarchy.  Over time, it has left, not only this kingdom alone, but the whole world, in blood and ashes.  Since the conquest, England has known a few good monarchs, but groaned beneath a much larger number of corrupt ones.  An obvious cause for this is that the throne is subject to being possessed by a minor of any age.  In any case, the public becomes the prey to every scoundrel who can successfully tamper with the foolishness of either age or infancy.  Is this your vision for America - to be subject to the whims of an unqualified man, if not a youth?  

People have disputed ardently over the issue of hereditary succession.  The most plausible argument that has ever been made in favor of it is that it preserves a nation from civil wars.  Were this true, it would be influential, but it is the most bare-faced lie ever imposed upon mankind.  Thirty kings and two minors have reined in that distracted kingdom of Great Britain since the conquest, during which time there have been, including the revolution, no less than eight civil wars and nineteen rebellions.  Upon which, instead of making peace, hereditary succession destroys the very foundation upon which it stands.  If it ensured a race of good and wise men, it would have the seal of Divine authority, but as it opens the door to the foolish, wicked, and improper, it has the same nature as oppression.  Men who see themselves as born to reign, soon grow insolent and their minds are, from youth, poisoned with importance.  When they gain power, they are frequently the most ignorant and unfit to rule of any throughout the dominions.  If we were to inquire in depth into the business of a king, we should find that after sauntering away their lives without any advantage to the nation, they withdraw from the scene, leaving their successors to tread the same idle ground.  A pretty business indeed for which a man to be allowed eight hundred thousand sterling per year!  

The nearer any government approaches to a republic, the less desire there is for a king.  My brothers, we must liberate ourselves from the madness of monarchy.  It is a form of government that the Word of God bears testimony against, and blood will attend it.  Of more worth is one honest man to society and in the sight of the Almighty, than all the crowned ruffians who ever lived.

By Brenna Bane, 12th grade


The following poems where written by our Elementary Literature and Composition class after reading A.A. Milne’s Winnie the Pooh:

Pooh

By Alex Tur

Pooh loves hunny.

It is so funny –

He gets it from bees,

He always says “Please.”

He drinks it with milk.

The kind of milk is silk.

He has hunny for lunch.

He loves it so much.

He loves berries,

He also likes cherries.

He has a friend named Piglet,

Who doesn’t like chicklets.

Piglet is a pig,

Pigs don’t like twigs.

Piglet is funny 

And he doesn’t like hunny.

Roo’s Day of Play

By Gabriel St.Pierre

Rabbit woke up one day

And Roo asked him to play!

But he lowered his head 

To pretend he was dead, 

And stay for a while in his bed.

Roo went over to Pooh

And said, “Halloo-are-you!”

Pooh replied with a grin,

“Have some hunny, come in!

I would like to be with my friend!”

