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The Valentines Issue 

A Lovely Play for a Valentines Evening:
Murder’s in the Heir
By Sarah St.Pierre

On a dark and stormy night at Starkweather mansion, a scream resonated down the hall. Fourteen people crowded into a room around a man sitting in a wheelchair. The nurse leaned down to check his pulse. 

“He’s dead.” She whispered.

Immediately, the observers looked around the room. Who killed Mr. Starkweather? A jumpy tale about murder, bribery, and intrigue, “Murder’s In The Heir” captivated the onlookers by the opening line.  Mr. Starkweather was an old billionaire suffering from various illnesses. Feeling his time was near, he summoned his close family as well as his staff near to him for the reading of his final will. However, before it could be signed, the old man was murdered. An investigation ensued, bringing to light numerous motives. Murder weapons such as the handyman’s axe and the cook’s knife also seemed a bit suspicious. The twists and turns to this story became even more exciting when the audience was asked to interact with the play. The cast relied on your help to catch the killer. 

We were happy to escape alive.

Good Idea, Bad Idea
By Jodi Hall



Love, Dementia, and Insanity

Once upon a time, in the land of Shamalot, there lived a beautiful princess named, Sav M. Moi. She lived in a castle with her father, King U Se Less, and together they ruled their wonderful kingdom of Shamalot.

Now, Princess Sav M. Moi had become old enough to marry, so her father was constantly trying to find a suitable husband for his only child. There were many men who wanted her hand in marriage, but only two of these nobles truly loved the princess. These two sirs were as follows: Captain of the Guard, Dee Mencha, and Prince Kneads A. Life. Both men were considered by the king to be worthy of his daughter’s hand, although both did have their faults.

Captain Dee Mencha was always claiming to see things that simply were not there, and no matter how much the princess glared at him - for she very much despised the man - Captain Dee Mencha kept saying that the princess stared at him because she loved him. This of course, was completely untrue.

   Prince Kneads A. Life was frequently sighing whenever Princess Sav M. Moi was near. She did not mind so much though for he was quite the handsome chap and very rich as well. The prince was often rumored to have been caught plucking flower petals, and muttering something about, “She loves me…” and, “She loves me not.”

Although both of these bachelors may seem a bit unstable mentally, the two meant well, at least one of them did. Captain Dee Mencha was not as innocent as he seemed. For he had a plan of his own, one that could destroy the world as the people of Shamalot knew it.

One day, when the sun was high in the sky, Princess Sav M. Moi was walking in the castle gardens when suddenly a cloaked figure jumped in front of her, snatching her up and gagging her before she could utter a word. Jumping into the sky, they flew off without anyone realizing the princess was gone until it was too late. The prince vowed that he would rescue his true love, and save her from the evildoers who had committed this terrible deed. Prince Kneads A. Life then jumped on his horse, and galloped off to the castle of his first suspect, Captain Dee Mencha.

Meanwhile, Captain Dee Mencha smiled as the Witch Lune E Tick brought forth his prize: Princess Sav M. Moi! She was currently unconscious, thanks to a spell from the witch, and lay slumped on the stone floor. He was planning on marrying the princess and taking the king’s throne for his own, to rule the land himself. He had sided with the Witch Lune E. Tick to obtain her help with his plans. In return, evil magic would be allowed again in the kingdom once he was king. The captain would marry the Princess that very evening, returning to the king’s castle to claim the throne. He carried the Princess to a nearby window, hoping the sunlight would help her awaken from the spell. What the Captain did not know was that below that very window, Prince Kneads A. Life was watching. His theory had been confirmed.

The Prince had arrived at the castle and witnessed everything. The Prince knew he was right and immediately charged at the castle. The captain had no guards, because everyone except for the witch thought he was quite odd and not right in the head. Prince Kneads A. Life easily broke through the doors, and confronted the Witch Lune E. Tick and Captain Dee Mencha. When the Prince burst in, brandishing a sword, the captain cried out, thinking he was surrounded, and immediately surrendered. The Witch, meanwhile, was rattling off on something about types of frogs, and whether or not a toad was really just another breed of the frog. Once Prince Kneads A. Life had defeated both of the villains, he went to the still-sleeping Princess and bent down beside her. He bent close to her face and kissed her softly. Her eyes flickered open and she smiled at the prince. Prince Kneads A. Life then asked Princess Sav M. Moi to marry him, and she jubilantly said yes. They returned to the king’s castle, where they lived happily ever after.

Knight in Shining Armor: 
A Romantic True Story
Eric and Kim both worked as lifeguards at Country Lake Christian retreat. One day, when Kim was getting off work, one of her guard friends pulled up in a golf cart wearing a knight age monk robe. “Come with me my lady” he said. Kim laughed and asked what was going on, but he just drove her out to a nearby field. The sun was just about to set. There in the field, he drove her to a spot where a blanket was spread out, candles were lit, and wine glasses and a romantic dinner were set up in the grass. Then he drove off leaving her sitting in the grass. A few moments later, Eric rode up on a horse, fully dressed in knight’s armor. He proceeded to get down on one knee, “Kim, I want to be your knight In shining armor...will you marry me?” Kim said yes. A while later, the happily-engaged couple rode out of the field. Kim was beaming, a ring on her finger, and a tiara on her head.

Valentines Recipes
If you are like most of us this February, the amount of cash in your wallet does not come close to equaling the amount of love in your heart for your sweetie.  However, nessecity is the mother of invention, and what says “I love you” better than taking time to make something for your loved one? Finish up a delicious home-cooked meal with one (or both!) of these delicious desserts.  Following, you will find two heart-warming desserts, submitted by Julie Gay, taken from www.myrecipes.com.
Strawberry Schaum Torte 
Ingredients

· 8 egg whites

· 1 tablespoon white vinegar

· 1 teaspoon vanilla extract

· 1/4 teaspoon salt

· 2 cups sugar

· 3 cups sliced fresh strawberries

· 1-1/2 cups whipped cream

Directions

· Place egg whites in the bowl of a heavy-duty stand mixer and let stand at room temperature for 30 minutes. Add the vinegar, vanilla and salt; beat on medium speed until soft peaks form. Gradually beat in sugar, about 2 tablespoons at a time, on high until stiff glossy peaks form and sugar is dissolved. 

· Spread into a greased 10-in. springform pan. Bake at 300° for 50-60 minutes or until lightly browned. Remove to a wire rack to cool (meringue will fall). 

· Serve with strawberries and whipped cream. Store leftovers in the refrigerator. Yield: 12 servings.
True Love Chocolate Cake

Ingredients

· 1/4 cup butter, softened

· 1-2/3 cups sugar

· 2 eggs

· 1/2 cup unsweetened applesauce

· 2-1/4 cups all-purpose flour

· 2/3 cup baking cocoa
· 1-1/4 teaspoons baking powder

· 1 teaspoon salt

· 1/4 teaspoon baking soda

· 1-1/4 cups water

· 1 cup (6 ounces) semisweet chocolate chips
FROSTING:
· 1 package (8 ounces) Kraft Philadelphia® - Cream Cheese – Light

· 1/3 cup confectioners' sugar

· 1 teaspoon vanilla extract

· 1 carton (8 ounces) frozen reduced-fat whipped topping, thawed
TOPPING:
· 3/4 cup flaked coconut

· 1/2 cup candy hearts

Directions

· In a large bowl, beat butter and sugar until crumbly, about 2 minutes. Add eggs, one at a time, beating well after each addition. Beat in applesauce. 

· Combine the flour, cocoa, baking powder, salt and baking soda. Add to the butter mixture alternately with water, beating well after each addition. Fold in chips. Pour into a 13-in. x 9-in. baking pan coated with cooking spray. 

· Bake at 350° for 35-40 minutes or until a toothpick inserted near the center comes out clean. Cool on a wire rack. 

· For frosting, in a bowl, beat cream cheese and confectioners' sugar until smooth. Beat in vanilla. Fold in whipped topping. Frost cake. Refrigerate until serving. Just before serving, sprinkle with coconut and candy. Yield: 24 servings.

A Love Poem  
By Brenna Bane
A special world for you and me.
A special bond one cannot see.
It wraps us up in its cocoon
And holds us fiercely in its womb.

Its fingers spread like fine spun gold,
Gently nestling us to the fold.
Like silken threads it holds us fast;
Bonds like this are meant to last.

And though at times a thread may break,
A new one forms in its wake.
To bind us closer and keep us strong,
In a special world, where we belong.
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